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6. Groundwater

The information presented in this Chapter is
based on groundwater data previously
collected at the site and presented in the
previous RI reports.

6.1. Current Conditions

As determined during previous Remedial
Investigations (discussed in Section 3),
groundwater at the Site has been impacted by
smelter operations. The COCs found at
concentrations above applicable standards in
groundwaler are arsenic, cadmium, lead, and
selenium, with the primary COC being
arsenic. Furthermore, groundwater is
impacted with petrolenm hydrocarbons in the
area of the Acid Tank and the floodplain as
described in Section 6.1.1.

Distribution of arsenic and other COCs at the
Site is primarily driven by the historic

arroyos where most groundwater flow and
mass flux occurs, as described in the CSM.
The primary source areas in the Parker
Brothers Arroyo, where most mass flux
occurs, are likely the Northern Area Slag Pile
and the Boneyard as discussed in Section 2.5.
COC mass is transported through the Parker
Brothers arroyo alluvium and discharged into
the floodplain alluvium. A similar flow-
focused distribution is present in the other
arroyos and floodplain; Ponds S and 6
Arroyo, Pond 1 Arroyo and the South
Terrace Area Arroyo (Figure 6-1).

Remedial Investigations (Section 3) have
been completed at the Site and areas of
impact have been indentified and
characterized. After closing operations at the
Site in 1999 and decommissioning of onsite
ponds and old water pipes, COC

Figure 6-1 — Diesel 2 Plume

R Final Remediat Action Work Plan
QICRILE  Former ASARCO Smelter, El Paso, Texas
- PIRNIE . e

8-1
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